












PUBLISHED BY N. WHITING, 


——_—.— — oe. “wa. 
ee ee ee aoe AN 
Hain ne othe ae 





— —_- _—— —_ = 











NEW-HAVEN, SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. 1826 


~~ -< - ae ~ — -——. yy ee 





— ++ ee i eee oe 


Vou. Xf 


_—- = a lle 

















TADMOR IN THE DESERT. 


Mavy inscriptions have been found at Pal- 
myra, which have eccupied much of the at- 
tention of the learned; and as far as any 
thing certain could be derived from them, 
there is no doubt but they have tended very 
considerably to the elucidation of ancient 
history. 

In the neighborhood are some salt marsh- 
es; and with the adjacent country a trade 
is carried on in kelp from Tripoli in Syria. 
There are two Arab tribes almost equally 
powerful; one of them, called Annccy, re- 
markable for the finest horses in the world. 
They possess the country to the south-west, 





southward towards the borders of Arabia 
Petrea, and Mount Horeb. The other 
tribe, named Mowalli, inhabit the plain, east 
from Damascus to the Euphrates, and north’ 
to near Aleppo. They are fewer in number 
than the Annecy, but better soldiers; and 
their breed of horses not greatly inferior. | 
Palmyra stands about fifty leagues south-east | 


at the back of Libanus, about Bozrah, a! 


of Aleppo, as many north-east from Damas- 
cus, and twenty leagues west of the great 
river Euphrates, 

Though the neighboring towns now in 
ruins afiord some remains of luxury aud 
opulence, yet in these respects they are 
much inferior to Palmyra, which was un- 
doubtedly very ancient. A French Author 
says, “the two springs of fresh water it pos 
sesses, were, above all, a powerful induce. 
ment, in a desert every where else so purch- 
ed and barren, These, doubtless, were the 
two principal motives which drew the at 
tention of Solomon, and induced that come 
mercial prince to carry his arms so renfote 
from the limits of Judea.” “ He built stron 
walls there, (says the historian pratt, 
to ‘secure himself in the possession, and na- 
med it ‘Tadmor, which signifies the place of 
palm trees.” Hence, it has been inferred, 
that Solomon was its first founder; but we 
should, from this passage, be rather led to 
conclude that it was already a placg of knowg 
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importance. The palm trees he found there 
are not the trees of uninhabited countries. 
Prior to the days of Moses, the journeys of 
.Abraham and Jacob from Mesopotamia into 
Syria, sufficiently prove a communication 
between these countries, which must soon 
have made Palmyra flourish. The cinnamon 
and pearls mentioned in the time of the He- 
brew legislator, demonstrate a trade with 
India and the Persian Gulph, which must 
have been carried on by the Euphrates and 
Palmyra. At this distance of time, when the 
greater part of the monuments of these early 
ages have perished, we are liable to form in- 
correct opinions concerning the state of these 
countries in those remote times, and are the 
more easily deceived, as we admit, as histo- 
rical facts, antecedent events of an entirely 
different character. If we observe, however, 
that men in all ages are united by the same 
interests and the same desires, we cannot 
help coneluding, that a commercial inter- 
course must have been nearly the same with 
that of modern times. Without, therefore, 
going higher than the reign of Solomon, the 
invasion of Tadmor by that prince is suffi- 
cient alone to throw a great light on the his- 
tory of this city. The king of Jerusalem 
would never have carried his attention to so 
distant and detached a spot, without some 
powerful motive of interest ; and this interest 
could,it seems, be no other than that of an 
extensive commerce, of which this place was 
already the emporium. This commerce ex- 
tended itself to India, and the Persian Gulph 
was the principal point of union, 

From the nature of the commodities, from 
the requisite assistance of the Syrians, and 
other forcible arguments, the probability is, 
that the Persian Gulph was the centre of the 
most ancient commerce of the eastern world ; 
and that it was with a view of obtaining a 
shorter route, by means of the Euphrates, 
that Solomen turned his attention to Tadmor, 
distant but three days’ journey from it. We 
may even reasonably conjecture, when we 
reflect on the revolutions of the following 
ages, that this commerce became a principal 
cause of those various wars in lower Asia, for 
which the barrea chronicles of those early 
times assign no motives If, afier the reign 
of Solomon, the Assyrians of Nineveh turned 
their ambitious views towards Chaldea, and 
the lower part of the Euphrates, it was with 

intention to approach that great source 
of opulence, the Persian Gulph. If Babylon, 
from being the vassal of Nineveh, in a short 
time became her rival, and the seat of a 
new empire, it was because -her situation 
rendered her the emporium of this lucrative 
trade ; in short, if the kings of this great city 





Avevsr, 


Tyre, their object was not only to despoil 
these cities of their riches, but to prevent 
their invading their trade by the way of the 
Red Sea. An historian who has informed us, 
that Nebuchadnezzar, before he laid siege to 
Jerusalem, took possession of Tadmor, clear- 
ly indicates that the latter city acted in con- 
cert with the two neighboring capitals. T ieir 
gradual decline became, under the Persian 
Empire, and the successors of Alexander, the 
efficient cause of the sudden greatness of Pal- 
myra in the time of the Parthians and Ro- 
mans; she then enjoyed a long peace for 
many centuries, which allowed her inbabit- 
ants to erect those monuments of opulence, 
whose ruins we still admire. If the former 
observations showed the connexion of this 
remote spot with a more populous country, 
these remarks explain the cause of the ren- 
ovation, and of the magnificence of this city. 
Our author’s remarks, are at least, probable, 
and are, in our opinion, very convincing. 

There is, however, no authentic history 
of Palmyra, till after the captivity of the Ro- 
man emperor Valerian, by the Persians. It 
is first mentioned by the Roman historians, 
as a place which Mark Antony attempted to 
plunder, upon pretence that it had not ob- 
served a just neutrality between Parthia and 
Rome. There is still a considerable spot of 
good soil next the town, and on the hills ; 
and even in the wilderness there were palm 
and fig trees, some of which remained till 
the latter end of the seventeenth century, 
though not one is now to be found. 

Little is known concerning the fortunes 
of Palmyra, since the time of Mahomet, ex- 
cept that it was considered as a place of 
strength; and that in the twelfth century 
there were 2000 Jews in it. With respect 
to the ruins, they appear jo be of two differ- 
ent and distinct periods: the oldest are so 
far decayed, as not to admit of mensuration, 
and look as if they had been reduced to that 
state by the hand of time: the others appear 
to have been broken into fragments by vio- 
lence. Of the inscriptions, none are earlier 
than the birth of Christ, and none are later 
than the destruction of the city by Aurelian, 
except one, which mentions Dioclesian. 

Mr. Wood is of opinion, that the face of 
the country which surrounds Palmyra, was 
always the same; but though Palmyra was 
always said to be situated in a wilderness, 
it does not follow that the wilderness was 
always of the same extent: it is more likely, 
that when Palmyra was first settled, the rich 
soil mentioned by Pliny, extended much far- 
ther ; for, whatever were the reasons for ma- 
king a settlement there, Palmyra can scarce- 
ly be supposed to have invited a greater 
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m and fig trees that were formerly found 
on the hills, and in the borders of the desert, 
that are now totally barren, confirm this 
opinion. Mr. Wood observes, that while he 
was there, a whirlwind happened, which took 
up such quantities of sand as quite darkened 
the sky; this sand, therefore, might by de- 
gees encroach upon the fertile environs of 
Palmyra, and reduce the number of inhabit- 
anis as it reduced their sustenance, till the 
few wretched families only were left who 
found it difficult to furnish food for Mr. Wood 
and his company, though,ahey did not con- 
tinue longer than a fortnight with them. It 
will also appear from history, that what is 
supposed to have happened there has hap- 
pened at other places, where such an event 
wis much less probable. On the sea coast, 
in the neighborhood of St. Pol de Leon, in 
Lower Bretagne, in France, there is a con- 
siderable tract of land, which before the year 
1666 was mbhabiied, but which was rendered 
uninhabitable by a sand, which encroaching 
every year, covered it to the depth of above 
twenty feet. In the year 1718, it had advan- 
ced more thin six leagues, and within one 
league of St. Pol; so that it was then thought 
probable that the town would of necessity be 
abandoned. 


GENUINE LETTER FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. 
Dear W— 

I shall now answer the second part of 
your last letter. The requisites of a worthy 
communicant at the Lord’s table, you have 
drawn far too strong. You say,“ that sucha 
person must possess a godly sorrow for sin 
which worketh repentance unto life, and that 
faith in Jesus Christ, which views him as the 
only Mediator,” &c. Thus farl agree with 
you, but no farther. You add, “and brings 
all the blessings of his great atonement to the 
knowledge and experience of the believer.” 
All this, indeed, it will be very happy for a 
person to enjoy ; but this bringing to the soul 
these blessings is not a necessary pre-requisite 
to the holy feast. ‘The repentance and faith 
you had before mentioned are sufficient in this 
case; these I trust you have, and that you do 
not indulge in any criminal pursuits. As to 
your complaint of the motions of a corrupt 
nature within you, this, so far from being a 
just cause for declining to comply with my de 
sire, should induce you the more readily to 
agree to it, because that ordinance has a pow- 
erful tendency to strengthen you against all 
attacks from that quarter. ‘Those affecting 
and appropriating views of Christ’s sufferings 
which you mention as most desirable sweets 
in the christian life, are attained in the way 
of duty, and especially at the Lord’s Table; 
but they are by no means te be proposed as 
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requisites for coming toit. 1 suppose very 
few arrive at this degree of experience before 
they join in that ordinance. You may be 
certain | would give you no advice which 
might tend to bring trouble or guilt on your 
soul, and that I think you may act on what 
I have written, without any fear of delusion 
or presumption. 

You further say, “if I thought that partak- 
ing of the Lord’s Supper would assist me to 
mortify and subdue my sins, or increase in 
me holiness of heart and life, or inspire me 
with a greater degree of faith, hope, and love 
1 would most heartily do it.” And why should 
you suppose that it would not answer these 
ends? Can any thing be better suited to 
weaken the force of sinful appetite, strengthen 
the new man, and invigorate the christian 
graces, than having before our eyes, in our 
hands, and present to our taste, the sacred me- 
morials of all that is dear, all that is saving, 
all that is animating to a grateful Christian’s 
soul? Surely not. You may strive and labor 
to mortify your sins, and to acquire a growth 
in grace, in other ways, and in all but make 
small acquisitions; but here, at the Lord’s 
Table, you will sometimes feel such a holy 
violence seizing your soul, such irradiations of 
light breaking in upon your mind, such sacred 
energies captivating your will, aud such heave 
enly fire kindling in your affections, as_ will 
almost turn your faith into vision, and your 
hope into enjoyment. And these delightful 
and devout feelings will be more efficacious 
in silencing your doubts concerning the great 
truths of our religion, than the best and most 
powerful arguments urged without them.— 
Uur blessed Lord, in his addressesto us, not 
only says, “ Do this in remembrance of me,” 
or keep my commands as testimonies of your 
duty to me; but he is also sure to mingle so 
much light, life, and power, with the exertions 
of his disciples who obediently remember him, 
that all his laws may be well interpreted as 
expressions of his solicitude for our happi- 
ness, and as exhortations to rejoice and be 
glad in him as our Saviour. Like the daily 
offering of incense on the golden altar in the 
temple, which the Priest found to be in effect 
a refreshing and sweetly animating privilege. 

In addition to a constant and devout read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, and to collateral 
studies of a religious nature, let me advise 
you to acquire an increase of knowledge in 
history and geography. It is much against 
a mun when he seems to speak with fluency 
ona subject, and yet makes gross blunders in 
chronology, and geography, as connected 
with the records of history. I therefore re- 
commend you to read ancient and modera 
history, with the appropriate and necessary 
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you will attain a clear view of the great events 
which have come to pass in the world, and of 
the time and place of their occurrence; and 
in this course of study you will not fail to ob- 
serve, how divine Providence is bringing about 
the great purposes of redeeming love by Jesus 
Christ ; so that at length, the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord shall fill the whole earth. 
A sigh breaks from my bosom, the language 
of which is—“ May the zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts soon perform this,” and may my dear 
Son, and all my dear connexions be includ- 
ed in this general and glorious blessedness ! 
A certain unspeakable evidence from within 
says, “It shall be so—thy God has given 
thee all thy dear family.” So be it, blessed 
Lord; I ask no more, and will never cease 
praying to be assured of the accomplishment 
of this most desirable blessing. 

I hope divine grace is preparing you for a 
line of conduct, in which you will ‘lay aside 
every thing that arises from youthful le Vvity, 
and assume the more serious but not less hap- 
py character of a well-principled man, and a 
serious Christian. I do not mean by this that 
you should be less pleasingly humorous, bat 
that you should indulge such dispositions un 
der the strict rein of reason and religion.— 
There are few who enjoy mirthful and hu- 
morous scenes more than I dd; but if there 
is any corrupt mixture of indecorousness, in- 
decency, or irreligion in them, I bless God, 

my whole soul detests the joy. No! my son, 
never purchase any gratification at the price 
of modesty or piety, for such gain would be 
unmanly, unchristian, and ruinous. 

What a monstrous sight is Passion mounted 
on Reason, and plunging that god-like faculty 
into the filth of sensuality, and prostituting its 
glorious capacities to the vilest gratifications! 
My soul turns from the preposterous and-oath- 
some sight, and exclaims, “Surely there is a 
God, and this must be most hateful to him— 
as it is the vilest degradation of the noblest 
piece of his workmanship in the world !’ Join 
me, my dear Son, in this abhorrence, and 
cultivate a good acquaintance with God and 
yourself, that you may be able to give to each 
that which is right; to God, that homage, ser- 
vice and love which are ‘pre-e.ainently his 
due ; and to your soul and body, that atten- 
tion, respect, and honour, which are at once, 
becoming and rational. 

Seeing you thus walking and acting, I shall 
take an allowable pride in your calling me 
Farner; and shall rejoice in you, and with 
you through all Eternity. Oh! blessed Re- 
igion that cuts such a delightful vista through 
the dark shades which surround us, into the 
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us with his own precious blood! Mydear son, 
with all the regard I have for you, I cannot, 
altogether, love you, if you love not the I Lord 
Jesus Christ my adorable and lov ely Saviour! 
But you do love him, and he has loved you 
and me, and has given himself for us; let us 
therefore congratulate each other in his love, 
and be each other’s for ever. 
I am, Your most affectionate Father. 





AN ADDRESS 


Delivered by the late Rev. John Townsend, at a 
Prayer Meeting. It was made to christians in Eng- 
land, but it is equally applicable to the churches in 
this country. 


The Ministers and Members of our Christian 
churches, may jus'ly be addressed in the language 
of our blessed Lord to his disciples: * Blessed are 
vour eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they 
hear the things which many propliets and right- 
eous men desired te see and hear.” Matt. xiii. 16, 
We live in eventful times, the lines have fallen to 
us in pleasant places, we “have a goodly heri- 
stag.” QOur forefathers were persecuted, their 
teachers driven into holes and corners; the scrip- 
tures and the faithful ministry of the gospel dis- 
eountenanced. But now the broad, the well-:em- 
pere’! shield of civil and religions liberty, extends 
protection to christians of every denomination, and 
dlows thers to unite their energies and put forth 
their combined operations, to promute by all legit- 
imate and honorable means, what they, in their 
best judgment, esteem the religion of Jesus Christ. 

Now we gather poor children together and in- 
struct them in the principles of the gaspel ; now we 
cirenlate the Bible and relizious tracts; now we 
may form Home and Foreiga Missionary Socie- 
ties; and im short, we may exercise our liberality 
and use our most Zealous endeavors to promote 
the religion of Jesus, without any proud or intol- 
erant bigots making us afraid. Surely “ the time 
to favor Zion, yea, the set time is come.” 

But what will all our extended operations, and 
all our most ardent zeal accomplish without the 
blessing of Heaven, without a divine influence ? 
The most extended, the most constant, and the 
inost intense application of the various means of 
grace will avail nothing, except the Lord water 
the planting, and crown the building with his bles- 
sing. The largest measures of wisdom, the most 
acute and forcible reasoning, and the most sublime 
and commanding eloquence will not open the 
blind eyes, subdue the perverse will, or purify the 
corrupt affections of one transgressor. “ Not by 
vight nor by power, but by spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” Zech. iv. 6. 

* Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God 
must give the increase.” 1 Cor. iii. 5—-7. And 
ivain, “ We have this treasure in earthen vessels 
that the excelleney of the power may be of God 
and -otofus.” @ Cor. iv. 7. 

It joltows then asa matter of course, that if so 
mach depends upon God’s blessing, and upon the 
zvacious influence of the Holy Spirit, these must 
be sought by incessant, by earnest, and believing 
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This truth was clearly seen, and powertully felt. 
by the founders of the first Christian charches 
“The church met together for prayer as sel! as 
for preaching and breaking of bread.” Acts. u. 42. 
The disciples were assembled for prayer when the 
Lord sent an angel to bring Peter out of prison. 
and permit him again t» join in the work of pre. 
moting the extension and prosperity of tue church 
Paul urges it upon the churches agin aud agen: 
* Brethren pray for us, that the word of tre Lon 
may have free course and be glorified.” 1 Th: ss. 
jii. 1. Yea, he commandeth them wiih apostoli 
authority to “pray without ceasing.” 1. Thess. v. 
17. .To be * constant in prayer,” to “ pray always 
with all prayer and supplication m the spirit, an» 
watching thereunto with all perseverance.” Epi. 
vi. 18 

Have we not much reason to lament that these 
solemn, these reiterated injunctions are forgo'tes 
and slighted, and that in all our churches and con- 
gregations, there is a most distressing inattention 
to meetings of prayer, when all our life and pros- 
perity at home, and the success of Bible and Mis- 
sionary operations abroad, depend upon the gra 
cious influence of God’s Spirit, and that influence 
can alone reasonably and scripturally be looked 
for in answer to fervent, believing and constant! 
prayer. 

It is a little remarkable that the Christian 
church, both in and out of the national establish. 
ment, have been praying in their forms and in 
theis extempore supplications, that the kingdom of 
Christ might come, without yt any proper 
regard to the means which God has furnished, or- 
dained to be used, and promised to bless. They 
have been waiting for some peculiar display of the 
divine power—they have said the time to build is 
not come, as if it were for us to know the times and 
the seasons which the Father hath in his own pow 
er: whereas, we ought to have gone forth and 
plowed up the fallow ground—scattered and har 
rowed in the good seed, and been looking up to 
heaven for the dew and the rains to favour the 
stinging thereof; and the sun to ripen anid ma- 
ture it, and thus prepare it for the sickle when 
“the great husbandman shall gather the wheat in- 
tohis garner, and burn up the chaff with un- 
quenchahble fire.” Matt. iii. 13. 

The Christian church seems likely to fall into 
an opposite exireme, namely, to apply the means 
widely and with zeal and energy, but slight the in 
fluences of that Holy Spirit, without whose light 
and power all our warmest endeavors will be un- 
productive, 

In many places, no prayer meetings are held, 
and where they are regularly held, how few of the 
church and congregation esteem it their duty aud 
their privilege to attend ; and join in wrestling with 
God that he would muitiply the number of fairhfat 
ministers, who shall run to and fro, and be instru 
mental in encreasing the knowledge of Christ, aud 
spreading the glory aud the blessings of lis salva 
lion. Even the Missionary Praver Meetings, 
Which used to be so numerously attended, and 
where the spirit of prayer and supplication seemed 
to abound, even these have greatly declined. Oh 
that ministers and churches may suitably discers 
and lament over these sad declensions, and be stir- 
red up to repent and do thew first works; with all 
possible sincerity and earnestness, besiege th: 
throne of grace in the spirit and language of the 
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devout prophet, who said, “ Revive thy work in the 
vidst of the years, in the midst of the years make 
known.” Heb. iit. 2. [tts in vain to expect exten- 
led and permanent success in Our missionary las 
wrs, if the spirit of prayer is not revived and ex- 
tended. God be praised for the deligttul cecla- 
ation, that bis ear is not heavy that it cannot hear, 
no is his arm shortened that it cannot save. O 
Lord, bow down thiné ear to the voice of our ery, 
nd make teue converts ty thyself, to be as numer- 
mis as the deops of the morning dew, thee shall 
‘hy churches shout for joy, and heaven itself be 
jiled with gladness. Theo shall we say,“ The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereot we are 
slad.” 

That we have not labored in vain, or spent our 
strength for nought, is evident both at howe and 
‘broad ; the good seed has not altogether fallen by 
the way side, but in some places it has taken root 
and yieded thirty, sixty, and an hundred fold. 
Many souls have been converted, many churches 
have been formed, and from the east and the west, 
froin the north and the south, a piteous and a pow- 
erful cry is heard, “Come over and help us.” 
And how can we answer their inportunate solici- 
tations but by sending them the ministry of the 
word, the holy Scriptures, and enlightened school- 
wasters to teach them and their children: and 
might we not reasonably expect more agents, and 
more means of support, if there were a greater 
spirit of prayer, for the divine influence? Then 
let all truly Christian ministers, and Christian 
churches wrestle with God in prayer. Give him 
no rest till he establish Jerusalem, May our pray- 
er meetings be better attended, and the spirit of 
prayer rest upon ministers and churches in a much 
greater ineasure. Amen. 


THE HAPPY EFFECTS OF THE GOSPEL. 
Remarks on Isaiah, xxxv. 


Considering this chapter as describing the 
blessed effects of the gospel entering a dark or 
heathen country, the description will appear in- 
imitably beautiful. 

The country is compared to a dreary, desolate, 
and dangerous wilderness, where there is nothing 
to amuse, gratify, or refresh the miserable inhab- 
itants and travellers. 

Every barren wilderness wears the aspect of 
gloom, grief, and mourning. To view it raises 
correspondent emtions in the mind. [lt is hardly 
possible for a person to he cheerful in such cir- 
cumstances, unless his happiness be derived eu- 
tirely from mental resources. 

This same wilderness, solitary conotry..is rep- 
(sented as rejoicing and blossoming like the beau- 
tiful, fragram:, youthful, opening rose, whieh the 
most gloomy mind can hardly behold for a moe 
ment without experiencing poensant sensations, 
wid feciing disposed exultingly to say, * Lo, the 
sinter is past, and the singtug of birds is come.” 

Fo: the desert only to send forth a singie rose 
aguid be up rebel to a traveler's mind, but would 
rather tend to increase his gloom. "This lL often 
experienced in Afviea. To see a solitary bird, oF 
a solitary pau, or a single bil in a plom, or a sin- 
tle tree standing by itself, alwavs acced to the 
gloom: but a flight of bieds, a group of bills, or a 
clump of trees alway. gave liveliness to the scene, 
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ed as blossoming abundantly, consequently as re 
joicing with joy, and with singing as the express 
jo» ot that joy. 

These scenes are represented as strengthening 
the weak hands. When the body is greatly fa- 
tigued by treversing deserts of sand, of course the 
anual spirits ready to faint, this state of body anu 
mund is strikingly shewn by the position of the 
arms, Which spontaneously hang directly down. 
The traveller is divested of power and inclination 
to exer! them in any way, even to elevate them 
to his breast, mouth, or eyes, so that they seem 
dangling as if dead at his side. No man need iu 
these circumstances to be taught to do this ; what- 
ever be his color or country, he does it naturally. 
In such ewrcumstances I have sometimes taken up 
a pebble, that the holding it might produce some 
variety of feeling ; but the fingers which held it, 
insensibly, like the arms, chose to hang down, and 
the pebble dropped to the ground, body and mind 
feeling the weight too great to sustain. 

Fiom these circumstances I admire the infinity 
of that mind which noticed such little things, and 
brought them into use in the Scriptures. Great 
things every mind will notice, but it requires great- 
é1 winds suitably to notice sinall things, or what 
may be termed trivial occurrences. 

The sixth verse is extremely beautiful. “ The 
lame man shall leap as an hart, andthe tongue of 
the dumb sing : [why ?] for in the wilderness shall 
waters break out, and streams in the desert.” 

Lameness and dumbness are the uniforh ef- 
fects of a long journey on foot ina desart. The 
gravel or sand produces the former, fatigue the 
latter. I have seen people walk hours together, 

‘ over sand without uitering a sentence, and every 
ove walking as tf crippled; but the sight of water 
especially if unexpected, unloosed every tongne, 
and wave agility 'oevery limb. Men, oxen, sheep. 
goats, and dogs, ran with speed and joy to the re- 
freshing elemrot. 

itis not uncommon for springs of water to arise 
in such countries where ihey had not been before. 
This civeumstance produces verdure aud fertility 
where barrenness reigned, 

The mtroduction of the gospel to some of th: 
nations wm South Africa, has furnished sources of 
joy ave deligit utterly unknown to their forefa 
theirs. Formerly their country atfordced nothing 
to comfurt the womortal spirit under the miseries 
of life, or whew perceiving the approach of a dy 
ing hour. Now many of them koow and love the 
only fountain of life, «nd foundation of good hope ; 
evinal life and iucorruption have been known to 

‘them by the gospel, whfeh forms au unspeakable 
source of como! and support to such as have 
through grace believed. 

The bresking out of waters in the » ilderness is 
not merely to produ e wells or pools, bur then 
blessings stall follow the travellers, by sending 
forth streams in the desert. The breaking out of 
water trom the rock Metbal in the wilderness, 
Was a great comfort to the thirsty Hebrews at the 
time ; but the water which tsued from that rock 
foliowing them in streams through all their wan 
derugs in the desart, rendered the blessing un- 
speakably greater. 

In verse seventh it is said, that “ The parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty tan: 
Bpiings of water” 

The terms parched ground aud thirsty land 
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are extremely descriptive of some parts of Africa, 
where the ground appears as if it had been scorch. 
ed by fire, so that not a blade of grass or bush is 
visible, and seems to defy all possible means to 
render it better. The north sides of the moun- 
tains wear Pella, in Namacqua. land, which are 
directly exposed to the scorching rays of the north- 
ern suv, may well be called parched and thirsty 
giound. Nohuman means could make these, and 
many similar thirsty lands fertile. Nothing but 
the production of springs that would send forth 
streams of water could fertilize them. They 
were so thirsty, as this passage beautifully express- 
es it, that a deluge of rain would seemingly be 
drank, and not one streamlet run down their sides. 

“In the habitation of dragons, where each lay, 
shall be grass with reeds and rushes.” 

Dragons are considered a species of venomous 
serpents, fond of lurking in ruinous buildings, or 
dry, rocky parts of a country; of course the 
growth of reeds and rushes, [which cannot grow 
without abundance of water] arising in their 
haunts, is a most beautiful description of fertiliza- 
tion succeeding barrenness. ‘ Can the rush grow 
up without mire? Can the flag grow without wa- 
ter ?”—Joh, viii. 11. 

Verse 8th. “ And an highway shall be there— 
the wayfaring men [or travellers] shall not err 
therein.” 

To travel in a country without roads is irksome 
and unpleasant, and much time is lost by interrup- 
tions from rocks, bushes, long grass, &c. After- 
wards to revisit the country and find a highway, 
so visible that the silliest travellers could never be 
at a loss to find it, and keep in it, would render 
the journey much mote pleasant and expeditious. 
No halting to consult whether to go over or round 
such and such mountains; how, or where to get 
through this forest, over that river, or across such 
a valley strewed with rocks, fallen from the moun- 
tains in former times. 

In countries where revelation is unknown, the 
people are walking, or groping in the dark, as to 
the concerns of the soul and the other world ; but 
on its entering, accompanied by the effectual 
teaching of God, the road to heaven and happi- 
ness is as visible as the sun. 

The safety of travellers in this new way is spo- 
ken of by the assurance that * No lion shall be 
there, that no ravenous beast shalj go up thereon.” 
A wonderful relief to the timid, or defenceless 
traveller, adding greatly to the pleasure and safe- 
ty of the journey. 


THE JEWS. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. W. B. Lewis te 
the wey of the London Jews Sociely, dated 
Killeely Glebe, Limerick, March 31, 1826. 


“1 am desirous to take this opportunity of for- 
warding to you a short communication, which I 
lately received from Rev. My. Leeves, agent of 
the Bible Society. in a letter dated Consiantiwo- 
ple, Feb.10. He states that since I left that place, 
there has been a remarkable stir among the Jews, 
which in any other country or capital might per- 
haps be turned to account. It seems that a sort 
of secret society has been formed among upwards 
of two hundred individuals, some of them Jews 
of consequence, who are discontented with the 
irammels of superstition in which they are held 
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by their rabbins, and wish to throw them off. Mr. 
Leeves understands, that ove of the things against 
which they declaim, is the absurd regulation of 
the Jews about food, which so effectually sepa- 
rates them from social intercourse with any other 
class of mev. The rabbins, it appears, have take 

great alarm, and are using all their influence to 
reclaim these malcontents, but they stull remain 
refractory. Mr. L. has not been able positively 
to ascertain whether the New Testament lias bee» 


the source of these new avd liberal opimions, 
{nor had he yet been able to learn fully ther 


nature,) but so much is certain, thatthe rabbin- 
suspect it, and they have issued in consequence. 
(a few days previous to the date of Mr. L.’s 
letter,) new orders, and used new efforts to pre- 
vent the circulation and perusal of the New 
Testament. It is a promising circumstance, he 
adds, that fifty-two copies of the Hebrew Bible. 
containing the Old and New Testaments, bound 
together, had been very lately sold at the Bible 
Society’s Magazine. The chief rabbin sent a 
person to demand of a merchant who had pur- 
chased a copy, that he should deliver it up to be 
burnt, but the merchant most positively refused, 
and sent back a message to his chief, desiring him 
to look rather to the new society which had start- 
ed up amongst their nation than to him. Since 
this affair, the rabbins have begun to throw dis 

credit even upon the edition of the Hebrew Old 
Testament, printed by the Society, wishing natu 

rally to draw their people from any communica- 
tion with us. But the great fear, (as Mr. Leeves 
rightly mentions) in a country like Turkey, for 
the people who adopt these New Testamenis, is, 
lest they should be tempted, from secular motives, 
to take refuge in Mahomedanism. I look upon 
events of this sort as loud calls to the Society to 
send forth its missionaries to these particular pla- 
ces; not merely for the purpose of fanning the 
flame, but of seizing such favorable opportunities 
for powerfully directing the minds of the malcon- 
tents to Him who has fulfilled the law and the 
prophets, even Jesus Christ, as‘ the way the truth 
and the life.’ 

“ On account of a similar secret society exist- 
ing in Smyrna, as well as for other reasons, you 
may recollect my having recommended that place 
as a missionary station: IT would now recommend 
Constantinople, where there are 40,000 residyn 
Jews. Inileed, f intended mentioning also as sta 
tions, Salonica and Adrianople, as well as other 
interesting places, on the way to Palestine, to be 
occupied by the Society, as soon as fit agents can 
be procured. Let us continue to pray the Lord 
of the Harvest that this may soon be the case.” 

Mr. Lewis, having returned to Ireland, after 
his tour to Palestine, at the Anniversary of the 
London Soviety in Dublin, in the month of April, 
detailed to a very numerous auditory in the Ro- 
tunda, the particular circumstances attendan: ov 
his journey to the Holy Land, which greatly inter 
ested all present. [t cannot be doubted but that 
the personal visits of the agents of the Society to 
those distant parts of the world in which the peo 
ple of Israel are scattered, will be a powerfu! 
mean of awakening the attention of Jews to the 
important subject of Christianity, and of furnish 
ing the Committee at home with that information, 
whereby they may be enabled to embrace every 
opportunity that may offer, for forwarding the 
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great object which they have in view.—Jewish 
Expositor. 





TRIUMPHS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


It is now sixty six years since the Hiudoos and 
the followers of the Falke Prophet couended to- 
gether on the plains of Hiadoosian, Ou this me- 
morable occasion, 140 000 Hindoo cavalry perish- 
ed in battle ; and the gizantic effort then made to 
perpetuate the ion sway of Bramah was frustra- 
ted. The triumph of the cresceni, however, was 
hat of short duration; i was only preparing the 
way for Britain to publish the glad tidiags of great 
joy ; and on these very plains have our Missiona- 
ries gone forth with the Bible in their haads pro- 
claiming that Name at which every knee shall 
how, and every tongue shall confess. In these 
eventful days, it is often the case that men are apt 
t» be tind; and persons coming from India are 
dten asked whether they do not think our pos- 
sessions in that couvtry ate im danger. There 
was atime when every pious man could not but 
behold the state of things with just apprehension; 
atune, when the Sabbath was only observed by 
the waving of the flag at head quarters; and when 
English Gentlemen bolding high official stations 
under Government were seen at the car of Jug- 
gernaut, encouraging the deluded malhitude to 
falldown to worship the idol; when my gallant 
comrades were taught, by painful example, that 
they would be removed from the British army if 
they dared to forsake their false gods and become 
the soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ. These 
things I have witnessed, and believe them to be 
pregnant with the utmost danger, because they 
are at variance with that important end for which 
the government of that great empire wa» entrust- 
ed to my beloved country: but, blessed be God! 
better times are now seen ; our armies ave become 
pioneers, preparing the way for that blessed book 
which this society is disseminating ; and even his 
Majesty of the White Elephant will soon be 
tanght, that Judson and Howe and others, whom 
he has bound in fetters, are the best friends of his 
country. 

A Mahratta soldier, a native of India, whom I 
have been acquainted with fourteen years, went 
into the service of a native Prince, who sought 
the marriage of one of the Princesses, but finding 
his claims disputed by a neighboring Chieftan, he 
invited this Chicftan to a feast, and while they 
were silting in the teat the ropes were cut, the 
tent fell, and the Chicfian was murdered. The 
soldier was shocked ‘o find a Prince guilty of so 
hase an act, and he left vis service ; le afterwards 
heard a Chastain tead the gospel in se Hindoo 
language: he heard with the heaving ear and the 
undersiandiog heart; aod having ceased to be a 
soldier of the kings of the earth, he became a 
soldier of the Lard Jesus Christ. Desrous of 
communicating bis knowledge to bis friends and 
his own fanouly, he west to Lacknow,; but he was 

here desprsed, contemnped, spit apom, and obliged 
to flee for tus Ife. In a tetter whieh [received a 
few days since, [ was telormed that he went agvin 
lo Lucknow, and teat a gentleman introduced 
hun to the King of Oude, who received hin very 
kindly. and tovited bim to an eutectanwment, 
where he called upon bin to explain his reasons 
for forsaking the religion of Mohammed, and 
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some of the learned men were invited to enter 
into a dispute with him. He told the Prince, that 
he -nust be conscious that his answers to the ques- 
tions put to un might endanger bis life, but that 
he was willing to lay it down, to convince them 
of the truth as it isin Jesus. 
the conversation the King interrupted them, by 
Stating that he was of opinion that it was not fit 
that a person should continue in the religion in 
which he was born merely from the ci;cumstance 
of his having been born in it, but that, in a busi 
ness of infinite consequence it became every man 
to search what was the true and acceptable reli 
gion im the eves of God, and that religion he 
ougitto embrace. The man, when he quiited 
the «ry of Lucknow, returned to Calcutta ; where 
the Bishop admired him so much that he ordain 
ed hiv a Clesvyman of the Church of England. 
—Laeut. Col. Phipps 





EFFECTS OF THE BIBLE.—.2” anecdote. 


I was travelling about four years ago ina re 
mote district in Beugal, and I came to the house 
of a gemleman belonging to Portugal. 1 found 
bine readieg the Seriptures in the Bengalee to 
seventy or eighty people, men, women and chil 
dra, of Uiat country, who were ail very atrentive. 
Tris vemlenan told me that he had been ted to 
eniploy sowe of his leisure moments in this way: 
* And to-morrow,” said he, “as vou pass ony farin. 
meaton my same, and they wil procure you 
be; and you will then see the effects of reading 
the Seripture.” The next dav ! eiHed at his es 
tate, where | saw ov e bundred men. women and 
chitdre a, whe bad all become converts to Chres 
thamsty within three or four years. Lb inguwe: ho 
they fonnd themselves, dehehted, 
and though: ita happy thing tor them-that Muro 
pears had t .msisted tre Scrioture, Creat they 
might ead iu their own tonzve the wonderful 
works of Gad. Thad some miercourse, olso. with 
ar offi ial person in that cistiet, and Po mente 
it bec use some persous ell you thet nothing is 
dene by the Missionaries : | asked the Magisir ite 
Wieet vas the conduct of these Christians s ard f.¢ 
said, * Theor is something ia them that does ex 
cit) astontsoment: che inhabitants of 
are pactholely knows as being so ltwious and 
troublesom that the, have scurcely conv metre: 
bor «har they brug ito courts of justice > bu 
dui. three oO four vears, not one of these people 
has Herons a (ase against any one, or apy one 
Agel > them.” [ menvon this te show that 
Cirisianity will produce, in all countrres, peace 
and happme-s fo those who know the tluth as it 
is w J. sus.—1b. 
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these lads divided into two classes, are pursuing 
the studies prescribed for the first and second years 
of thé College course. A brief notice of the last 
annual examination, which was atiended by Sir 
Richard Ottley, the Hon. Puisne Justice of Cey- 
lon, Major Antill of the first Ceylon regiment, and 
several other gentlemen, will serve to shew the 
present state of the seminary. The students bad 
attended, during the term, to the study of bigh 
‘Tamul, and various branches in English, which 
they all read, write and speak with some facility. 

1. Both classes were examined in the English 
Grammar, and rendering English into Tamul. 

2. The second class in Aritiimetic—the simple 
ind compound rules, reduction, and the rule of 
three. 

3. The first class in vulgar decimal fractions, 
arithmetical and geometrical progression, piac- 
tice and interest. 

4. The first class in geography. 

Both classes in Ostervald’s abridgement of 
the Bible, together with a short'system of chro~ 
nology, 

6. The writing books, manuscripts in arithme- 


ontlines of maps were produced for inspection. 

Fo: want of time, the students were not exam- 
ined in Tamul, in which they had attended to the 
study of the Nannool—the grammar of the high 
longuage ; aud to Negundoo—the native diction- 
ary, ip connexion with reading Tamul poetry. On 
a former examination, the students declaimed in 
English, and exhibited dialogues in the same lan- 
fibive ' 

The following extract of a letter from Sir Rich- 
ard Ouley will show that he was gratified with 
the appearance of the students at the examina- 
tion. After making a very generous donation to 
the institation, sir Richard says— 

* My former opinion of your utility is not only 
‘onfirmed, but I entertain much more sanguine 
yopes of the provress of civilization amongst the 
vativesthan | did previously to witnessing the ex- 
animation of the pupils on Tuesday. I propose 

‘mention the Compendium of Algebra to Mr. 
L mbrck;and JT hope he may be able to assist 
yon. PT would, however, a!vire you to begin with 
iwo books of Euctid, at least, before the en- 
tr nee into algebraical calculations ; and I should 
much regret to be informed, that the boys who 
have made such advancemeut in learning, had 
stopped atthe point where they might with ad- 
vantage enter the region of geveral reasoning and 
universal arithmetic.” 

The betier to prepare the lads, who had been 
instructed at the different stations, to enter the 
Central School or College, an academy or free 
hwarding school on the British system, was opened 
it Tillipally more than six mouths since under the 





Mission College. 


ACen'ral School, ‘e.igned as a germ of the Col 
lege. has been established at Batticotta, in the dis 
tiict of Jatfna, whee it is intended that ins tution 
shall be placed. Tito :h's school the most promis 
ing and forward bads wider instruction, to the 
number of more than 40, were received two years 
ago. under the care and instruction of a Princi 
pal, the Rev. Mr. Poor, assisted by a learned na- 
tive tntor, and two teachers. With the exception 
of afew individuals, who have left the seminary, 








; superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Woodward, as- 
, sisted by twonetive teachers. 


In this preparatory 
school, there are now more than 100 lads ou the 
charity foundation, with several others who are 
not supported ; of these la:!s 23 are prepared to en- 
ter the centval school and would have been re- 
ceived at the commencement of the [ast term, had 
here been proper accommodations for so large a 
umber. But though the mission bas had tuuds, 
r-ised principally in A.nerica, to support the lads 
in the seminaries above mentioned, aud also tne 


girls inthe Female Charity Boarding School, and 


tic, books of phrases in Tamul and English, and - 
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to pay the salaries of the Principals and Teachers, 
it has not been able to erect the necessary build- 
ings. It presents rather an anomaly—a consider 
able number of students for a college, without a 
college edifice. 

Large and elegant buildings are not wanted ; 
because they would be unsuitable to the habits of 
the students; but sets of plain low rooms, suffi- 
ciently extensive for the boys to eat, sleep and 
study in ; wits. a neat College edifice, for hall, lee- 
ture rooms, library, &c. and a small chapel are 
needed. Through the gener sity of severet gen 
tlemen in Ceylon and Madras, the Missionaries 
have been able to commence, and have now near- 
ly finished, two sets of rooms for the students, 
containing three rooms each; and ove large and 
handsome room for a hall, and other purposes. 
until a college edifice may be built. These are 
al) situated upon the church, or government lands 
at Batticotta. Another set of rooms for the stu 
dents must be mmmediately added ; and it is ex- 
tremely desirable to commence the other build 
ings. Funds only are wanting. —Miss. Herald. 





ELOQUENCE OF WHITEFIELD. 


There was nothing in the appearance of this ex- 
traordinary man which would lead you to suppos: 
that a Felix would tremble before him. “ He 
was something about the middle stature, well pro 
portioned, and remarkable for a native graceful 
ness of manoer. H's complexion was very frir, 
his features regular, and his dark blue eyes sinall 
and lively ; in recovering from the measles he bac 
contracted a squint with one of them: but tus pe- 
culiarity rather rendered the «xpression of bis couy- 
tenavce more remarkable than in any degree ies 
sened the effect of i's uncommon sweetness, Hs 
voice excellent both in melody aad compass: an 
it- fine modulations were Happily accom) «nied by 
that grace of action which he possessed in an em- 
inent degree, and which has been sard to be the 
chief r-quisite wm an orator.” To have seen hin 
wheo he first commenced, ove would have though: 
him any thing but enthusiastic and glowing, butas he 
proceeded bis heart warmed wath his subject, an 
his canner became impetuous and anmwatet, tll, 
forgetful of every thing around him he seemed ty 
kneet at the throne of Jehovah, and to beseech in 
agony for ius fellow berigs. 

Alfie: he had finished his prayer, he keelt for a 
long time in profound silence, and so powertulls 
had «t affected the most heartless of his audienc: 
that a stillness like that of the tomb pervaded the 
whole house. 

Beiore he commenced his sermon, long, dark- 
ning columns cowded the bright sunny sky of the 
inerning, and sveptthei dull shadows over the 
building, in fearful augury of the storm, 

His text was, * Sirive to enter in at the straight 
gate, for many I say unio you, shall seek to ente 
in, aud shall not be able.” 

“See that emblem of human life,” said he, as 
he pointed to a shacow that was flitting across the 
floor, “* It passed for a moment, and concealed the 
brightness of her:ven from our view—But it is 
goue. Aod where will ye be my hearers, when 
your lives have passed away like that dark cloud ? 
O >. my ‘iear friends, [ see thousands sitting atten 
tive, with eves fixed on the poor unworthy preach- 
er. tua few days, we ~hall all meet at the judz- 
ment-seatof Corist. Weshallforma part of that 
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vast assembly which will gather before his throne ; 
and every eye will behold the Judge. With a 
voice whose call you must abide and answer, he 
will inquire whether on earth ye strove to enter tn 
at the straight gate—whether you were supremely 
devoted to God—whether your hear’s were absor- 
bed in him. My blood runs cold when T think 
how many of vou will then seek to enter in, and 
shall not be anle. Oh, what plea can you make 
hefore the Judge of the whole earth ? Can vou say 
thas heen your whole endeavor to wortify the 
flesh with affections and lusts? that your life has 
néen one long effort fo do the wilt of God? No! 
vou must answer, [ made myself easy in the world, 
by flattering myself that all would end well ; but 
{ have decived my own soul, and am lost. 

* You, O false and hollow Christians, of what 
avail will it be that you have done many things— 
that you have read much in the sacred word : that 
vou have made long prayers—that you have at- 
tended religious duties, and appeared holy in the 
eyesofmen? What will all this be, if instead of 
loving hun supremely, you have been supposing 
you should exalt yourself in heaven, by acts real- 
ly polluted and unholy ? 

“ And you, rich man, wherefore do you hoard 
your silver? Wherefore count the price you 
have received for him whom you every day 
crucify in your love of gain? Why, that when vou 
ve too poor to buy a drop of cold water, your be- 

‘ved sou may be rolled to hell in his chariot pil- 
owed and cushioned «bout him.” 

His eve gradually lighted up, as he proceered, 
ili towards the close, t seemed to sparkle with 
celestial fire. 

* Oh, sinner!” he exclaimed, “ by all our hopes 
of happiness, beseech you to repent. Let vot 
ihe wrath of God be awakened, Let not the fires 
ot eternity be kindled against you “ See there !” 
said he. pointing to the lightning, which played on 
ihe corner of the pulpit -* "Tis a glance from the 
ingry eve of Jehovah ! Hak !” continued he, rais- 
ny his finger in a listening attitude, as the distant 
thunder grew loader and louder, and broke to one 
remendous erash over the building ; “ It was the 
voice of the Almighty, as he passed by in his an- 
er” 

As the sound died away, he covered his face 
with his hands, and knelt besid) bis pulpit appar- 
ently lost iv inward and intense prayer.—The 
storm passed rapidly by, and the sun, bursting forth 
in his might, threw acros- the heavens a magifi- 
cmt arch of peace. Rising, and pointing to the 
yeawtiful object, he exclanmed, “ Look upon the 
ratubow 3 and praise him that made it.—Very 
» autiful ut is in the brightness thereof. It com- 
passeth the heavens about with glory; and the 
ands of the Most High have bended it.’ 





A TRIVIAL INCIDENT. 


From the life of Rev. Thomas Scott, 

One circumstance, very trivial im itself, was so 
“uporiant in its consequences, that [am not wil- 
liugto pass itover, At the sheep-shearing which 
followed my disgraceful return from Alford, in 
1762 ;a small ewe-lamb, marked with a black 
pot on the side. in rather a peculiar manner, at- 
tracted my notice: and my father, being probably 
in high good hamour on the occasion, gave it me | 
aud, though kept among his sheep, it was branded 
4s mine. Thougn I was always nearly money~- 
less, and never possessed a guinea in ury life, ull Ef 
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was above twenty years old, I never yielded to the 
temptation of selling any of the lambs which this 
ewe hiought me, so that by careful managemeni, 
I possessed sixty-eighr sheep, besiles lambs, when 
I attempted to obtain orders. These, after many 
objections, my father purchased for sixty-eight 


pounds sterling, and this constituted the whole of 


my forune. I had not a friend in the world who 
offered to advance me five pounds in my exigency. 
and | verily believe that if the success o: failure 
of my application had depended upon it no one 
would have been able and willing to advance mon- 
ey sufficient for my expences, But with this sixty- 
eight pounds, I bought needful books; boarded 
myself some time at Boston; procured suitable 
clothes ; paid all travelling expences, and those at- 
tendiv g my ordination, and entered on my cur- 
acies possessed of twenty guineas. On such triv 
ial incidents do the most important events de 
pend ; without this lamb, and the sheep which in 
this way I acquired, as far as I can see, my whole 
plan of entering into holy orders must have failed. 





THE BIBLE—sy an OLD avUTHoR. 


A nation must be truly blessed, if it were gov 
érned by no other laws than those of this blessed 
book ; it is so complete a system, that nothjog 
can be added to it; it contains every thing need- 
ful to be known or dove ; it gives instruction and 
counsel to a senate; authority and direction for 
@ magistrate; it cautions a witness; requires an 
impartial verdict of a jury, and furnishes the judge 
with his seutence ; it sets the husband as lord of 
the household, and the wife as mistress of the 
family—tells him how to rule, and her how to 
manage; it entails honor to parents, and obedi 
ence to children. It prescribes and limits the 
sway of the sovereign, the rule of the ruler, and 
the authority of the master; it commands the sub 
ject to honor, and the servant to obey ; and pro 
mises the blessings and protection of its Author 
to all that walk by its rules; it promises food and 
raiment, and limits the use of both. It points our 
a faithful and eternal guardian to the departing 
husband and father; tells him with whom to leave 
his fatherless children, and in whom his widow is 
to trust, Jer. xlix. 11. It teaches a man how to 
set his house in order, and how to make his will. 
It defends the rights of all, and reveals vengeance 
to every defrauder, over-reacher, and oppressor. 
It is the first book, the best book, and the oldest 
book in the world ; it contains the choicest matter, 
gives the best instruction, and affords the grestest 

leasure and satisfaction that ever was revealed. 

t contains the best laws and piofyundest mysie 
ties that eve: were penned. bt brings the best *i- 
dings, and affords the best of comforts to the in- 
quiring and disconsolate: exhibits hfe and im 
mortality from everlasting, and shaws the way to 
glory: it isa biief recital of ail that is past, ani! 
a certain prediction of ali that is to come: it se! 
ties all matters in debate, resolves all doubts, aud 
eases the mind and conscience of all their scruples: 
it reveals the only living and true God, and shows 
the way to Him, and sets aside all other gods and 
describes the vanity of them, and all that trust in 
them. In short, it is a bouk of laws, to show right 
and wrong; a book of wisdom, that condemns al! 
folly, and makes the foolish wise; a book of truth, 


The Bible —Death of Friends. 
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| took of life, that shows the way from everiasting 
death. It isthe most compendious book in the 
world—the most authentic and the most entertain. 
mg history that ever was published. It contains 
the most ancient antiquities, strange events, won- 
derful occurrences, herow deeds, unparalleled 
wars; it describes the celestial, terrestrial and 
eternal worlds; and origin of the angelic myriads, 
human tribes and devilish legions. It will mnstrauct 
the most accomplished mechanic, and the pro- 
foundest artist; m willteach the best rhetorician, 
and exercise every power of the most skilful 
arithmetician, Rev. xviii. 18,—puzzle the wisest 
anatomist and exercise the nicest critic: it cor- 
rects the vain philosopher, and confutes the wisest 
astronomer. It exposes the subtle sophist, and 
makes diviners mad : it is a complete code of laws 
—a perfect body of divinity—an unequalled nar- 
rative—a book cf lives—a book of travels, and a 
hook of voyages: it is the best covenant that ever 
was agreed on, the best deed that ever was sealed, 
the best evidence that ever was produced, the best 
will that ever was made, and the best testament 
that ever was signed. To understand it is to be 
wise indeed! to be ignorant of it is to be destitute 
of wisdom. It is the magistrate’s best ruk, the 
housewife’s best guide, the servant’s best directory, 
and the young man’s best companion: it is the 
school-boy’s spelling book, and the learned man’s 
masterpiece: it contains a choice grammar for a 
novice, and a profound mystery for a sage: it is 
the ignorant man’s dictionary, and the wise man’s 
directory : it encourages the wise, and promises 
an eternal reward to the excellent. And that 
which crowns all is, that the Author is without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy, “ with whom is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 


DEATH OF FRIENDS. 


They that are lamenting the death of their dear- 
est friends, may find some relief from the follow- 
ing considerations. Let it be granted, that you 
mourn the loss, not of a false friend, but of one of 
the most sincere, faithful, and intimate. Consid- 
er.—Who deprived you of your friend? Was it 
not God ? Did not he that gave him to you, take 
him from you? Did not his Lord and Owner call 
him home ? Can God do any thing unjust ? May 
he not do what he pleases with his own? Was 
there any defect of wisdom, or goodness, of justice 
or mercy in God’s disposal of your friend ? Or 
will you ever have rest. but im submitting to the 
divine good pleasnre ? If your friend had lived 
as long as you would have had him, you know not 
what sin he might have fallen into. God could 
indeed have preserved hin from sin; but he pre- 
serves in the use of means; and sor etimes sees 
that death isthe best means of preservation. Had 
God permitted your friend to have fallen into 
some scandalous sin, might it not have been much 
corse than death to him and you? So faithful a 
frend might bave been shaken, like Peter, aud 
rave demed his Lord; and thereby have appear- 
ed as odious i your eves, as lie had ever been 
amiable. You 4now not what unkindness to your- 
self your dearest friend might have been guilty of. 
Alas! there is greater frailty and inconsistency 
man, than you are aware of. How often aave 
the hearts of parents been broken by undutiful 
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more easily have followed to the grave? Which 
of us see not reason to distrust ourselves? And 
why should we promise ourselves more from anu- 
ther than fiom ourselves ?— Had your friend liv- 
ed longer. you know not what great calamity might! 
have befa nhim. Whe» the righteous seen 

perish, and merciful men are taken away, they 
are taken away from the evil to come. How many 
deaths have I lamented, as unseasonable in my 
view; but Providence has soon taught me, that 
their longer life, would have increased their oise- 
ry? Ef your friend had survived, what comfort 
would he have found on earth, in seeing and hear 
ing such sins, as vered a righteous Lot from day 
to day; and perhaps himself at the same time un- 
der personal afflictions, temptations, and reproach- 
os? What was the world to your friend while he 
did enjoy it? Was it not a place of toil and ou- 
ble, off envy and vexation, of enmity and potson : 
of successive cares, and fears, and griefs; and es- 
pecially of sin? Did he groan under the burthen 
of a sinful nature; of a distempered, tempted, 
trouvied heart; of languishing and weakness in 
every grace; of the rebukes ef God, the wounds 
of conscience, and the malice of a wicked world ? 
Did you not often join in a prayer with him, to 
obtain deliverance from every burthen, and will 
you now grieve that he has received the answer 
of prayer? Is the world a place of rest, or of trou 

ble to yourself; and would you have your friend 
also to be as far from rest? If your present ci- 
cumstances are at all easy and peaceful, you little 
kyow what storms.are nea: ; or how soow you may 
see the days, hear the tidings, feel the pains, ane 
bear the burthens, which may oblige you to desire 
death, and confess that a life on earth ts no felici 

ty.—-Bacter. 


THE KUSCiUSKO SCHOOL, 


For the Education of Free Colored Youth in the 
United States. 


The Trustees of the Africas Education Sovie- 
ty wet at the Lecture Roow of the First Presby- 
terian Church ia Newark, N. J. ov Monday, the 
7th inst. 

Afier a free imerchange of views and feelings, 
and a full discussion of the imporian! matters sug 
gested by the oceasion, it Was unanimously resolv 
ed, That it be recommended tothe Trustees to 
establish a School, to be called “the Kusciusko 
S:hool” for the education of Free Colored Youth 
in the United States, and that immediate meas 
wres b2 taken to raise funds for this object to an 
amount, at least equal to the Kusciusko fund. 

Why the name of Kuscivsko was introduced, » 
brief statement will explain. That distinguishet! 
champion of civil liberty, on his last visit to the 
United States, left in the hand~ of his friend and 
compeer in patriotisin, the venerable Thomas Je! 
ferson, his last will and testament, of which Mr. 
Jefferson was appoiated Executor. By this will, 
he gave to Mr. Jeffersow a fund, the available 
amount of which, at this time, will be abou 
$13.000, 'o be employed in liberating enslaven 
Africans, aud bestowing upon them such ap edu- 
cation, “ as (to use his own words) to make them 
better fathers, better mothers, better sons and bet- 
te: daughters.” The illustrious and lamented 
Executor, in his life time, intrusted the manage 
sent and application of this sacred fund to Ben- 
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jamin L. Lear, Esq. of Washington city, and one 
of the Board of Trustees; and we are authorized 
to state, that the appropriation of the fund, upon 
the principles recommended at the above meeting, 
ind adopted by the Trustees, received the decided 
‘pprohation of Mr. Jefferson. 

The Trustees have reso'ved to establish this 
school in the vicinity of Newark, to give it the 
name of the Kusciesko School, and enveavor to 
raise the sum of $13.000, in addition to the fund 
in the hands of Mr. Lear.—M Y. Obs 


aE 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Avousr 26, 1826. 














_——-———— 





PALESTINE MISSION. 


The Rev. Josiah Brewer, late a Tutor in Yale Cob 
lege, is shortly to leave this country as a missionary 
to Palestine. Last Sabbath evening, preparatory to 
his leaving this place, he delivered a Farewell Sermon 
to a crowded aud sympathising audience. The ser- 
mon, from John 18th 36, “ My Kingdom is not of this 
world,”’ was listened to with deep interest and uni- 
versal satisfaction. It was preceded by a very ap- 
propriate prayer from the Rev. Mr. Merwin, and fol- 
lowed by a few well timed remarks from the Rey. Mr. 
Bacon. The services were closed by singing the Part- 
ing Hymn and the Voice of Free Grace. The ocea- 
sion was solemn, and reminded us of seasons which 
we formerly witnessed in this city of a similar nature. 
Mr Brewer is much beloved and esteemed by the 
members of College, with which he has been connect- 
for several years, and by many who are best ac- 
quainted with him in this vicinity, and we trust “ for 
his work sake,”’ he will have the affections and the 
prayers of all the friends of Zion. 


RENSSELAER SCHOOL. 


Among the plans and contrivances of this labor-saving, 
time-saving, mind-saving age, we have seen none more 
promising and beautiful in theory, or more characteristic 
of the age, than the recem and novel establishment at 
Troy. We refer to the Rensselaer School, established 
and conducted in that place, under the patronage of the 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer of Albany; but now more 
particularly to a late ingenious proposal of his for the 
more promiscuous distribution of science among the in- 
habitants of the State. And should it succeed, as it has 
and will, it shall rank among the systems and inventions 
of Fulton, Clinton, Lancaster, and Raikes, which have, 
within our age, reduced the obstacles of time, distance, 
toil and selfishness, which are such mighty considerations 
in the trans«ctions of the world, to one twentieth of their 
former dimensions. The engines and canals and labor- 
saving machines, the systems of mental and moral culture, 
the enterprises of benevolence and “ good-will towards 
men,” which are springing up around us, and bringing forth 
fruit by an increase not unlike that of the seed which fell 
upon good ground, are reducing this mighty planet of ours 
to a little traversable sphere ; making distant nations neigh- 
bors in social intercourse, and eoabling short-lived man 
to live in point of usefulness and comfort, a hundred years 


in ten. 
We have often alluded to that peculiar and necessary 


feature in the knowledge of our country, its general distri- 





bution. Lt results necessarily from our youth as a nation, 
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and consequent want of the movey sod time which are 
necessary to the hoarding up of knowledge, so to speak 
as well a- from the im, wtial and leveling principle 


: 


our institotions. Them object is, aud this at preseut o> 
the inquiry of their founders and patrens, not by what 
men and measures shall we extend and enlarge the bound 
aiies of science, but how shall we best distribute that 
This is the aim of 
the worthy patron of the Rensselaer School; that th 
principles taugh: and inculeated there shall be imparte: 


to the community at large ; 


which we have, among the people. 


that to the virtue and patriot 
i-m of bis fellow citizens should be added kaowledge 
And what enemy shall find cause to gainsay the indepén- 
dence ond liberty of a people who are possessed of inselii- 
gence, to teach them what are their duties and interests ; 
integrity, to conduct them in the discharge of them, and 
piety and virtue, to ensure them peace of mind. Mr Van 
Rensselaer, on being requested to endow a professorship 
in a respectable College, is said to have replied, “ I ap- 
prove of the measure, and feel a high respect for your 
College, but I feel it a higher duty to devote whatever 
can be spared from the needs of my numerous family, to 
the assistance of that portion of citizens who can show 
hard hands as testimonials of their usefulness.” 

The following extracts from a late circular of the Off- 
cers of the School, will explain the proposition of which 
we have spoken. 


CIRCULAR. 
To the Citizens of Villages and School Districts. 


A plan has been proposed by the Honorable 
Stephen Vaw» Rensselaer, of Albany, for extent- 
ing to every class of citizens the benefits of those 
departments of scientific knowledge, which are 
most intimately connected with the common con- 
cerns of life. For this purpose young gentlemen 
are prepared for giving Insiruction upon his plan, 
at a schoo! established by bimself for this and for 
other objects, in ‘Troy, N. Y. ithe year 1824, 
which was incorporated by a legislative act in 
March, 1826. These instructors are sent to dif 
ferent districts, with directions to conduct courses 
of instruction as follows : 

They are to give lectures on the evenings of 
Mondays, Wednesdays aud Fridays, to popula 
classes, on experimental Chemistry, with its ap 
plications. Young gentlemen, from four to ten 
in number, selected by the evening class, are io 
be taught upon the Rensselaer plan ; that is, 
they are to be present and assist in the prepara- 
tions for the evening lectures and experinents, 
which they are severally to repeat in the form o! 
experimental lectures on the folowing days. Th 
schoolmaster of the district ought always to be 
ove of the experimental class. 

By this method, several residears may be qual: 
fiel, ata very cheap rate, lor instructing otners, 
so that every individual of every vocation may, in 
a few years, become familiar wih the principles 
aud manipulations of experimental chemist: 
with their applications to the aris aad manufic 
tures, as well as to agricuiture and the other vari 
ous concerns of life, without any material logs of 
time. : 

Natwal Philosophy and Natural History wil 
be taught on different evenings Upon the same 
plan. 

Chemical epparatus is now so far simpl fied, 
aud collections in Natural History are now so 
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sty obtamed, that any school district cin af- 
ford the necessary expense for perpetuating these 
scrences,  Filty collars will procure apparatus 

ne spec tinens for giving a very profitable course 
in Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, and Natural 
History, with ther anpheation to Agriculture, 
Domestic Eeouoms: tee Arts and Manufactures, 
Ove hundred and fifty dollars, economically ex- 
pended in procering apparatus, &c, will be suffi- 
cient! for a course as full as any school district 
will need, 

Though this undertaking is of vast importance 
iN tts tendevctes, it is unquestionably practicable. 
Should it sueceed, it aust necessarily improve the 
vate of society than any other scheme 
hitherto proposed. When the human mind re- 
ceives a bias in favor of the study of Nature, it is 
immediately withdrawn from all vicious and 
frivolous pursuits. Noone will question the cor- 
rectness of the often repeated saying, that “the 
next step to the contemplation of Nature, is that 


of Nature’s God.” 


more 





DONATIONS. 


The receipts of the Treasury of the American Board, 
from June 21, to July 20, inclusive, amounted to 
$5,548,68, exclusive of $503 36 in legacies, and 50 
for the Mission College in Ceylon. 

The amount of Donations, to the American Coloni- 
zation Society, from April Istto July 26, was $1,824, 
$200 of which was a Legacy from John Manning, a 
coloured man of Hartford. 


The receipts from June Ist, to July 25, as acknowl- 
edged by the Treasurer of the American Tract Soci- 
ety in donations and for Tracts sold, from eighty 
Auxiliary Societies, amounted to $3,718,27; yet the 
expences for paper and printing, during the same 
time, have exceeded the amount of receipts. 





ANNUAL EXPENDITURES 


Of Benevolent Societies in England, as reported 
May. 1826. 





Irish Society of London £544 7 1 
Merchant Seamen’s Bible Society 547 1 0O 
Language Insttution 586 8 5 
Wesleyan Missionary Society 1OwOO 0 0 
British & For. Sea. Friend So. Ist Anniv. 70 0 0 
Church Missionary Society 46,425 8 0 
British and Foreign bible Society 82,768 2 9 
Prayer Book and Homily 2,251 15 & 
London Association, (Moravian) 3,902 12 8 
Jew’s Society 12,418 19 16 
Hibernian Society 6,728 19 8 
Part of London Seamen’s Society 4,551 19 10 
Sunday School Union 4,686 19 0 
Naval and Military Bible Society 4.863 8 4 
London Missionary Society 37,164 1 1 
Religious Tract Society 12.637 15 0 
British and Foreign School Society 1481 7 10 
Newfoundiland School Society 1672 7 1 
Continental Society 2.688 177 
African lustitution 553 5 O 
Gospel Propagation Soc. (4 mo. receipts) 2,239 0 O 
Slave Conversion Society 3,067 0 8 
Spanigh Translation Society 865 14 8 
Total, £234,745 11 00 

In our currency, about $1,043,424. These sums 








are trifling when compared with the millions that are 
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expended in times of war, in destroying our fellow 
men, or the millions that are wasted to gratify our 
luxury and pride; but when we view them as the 
spontancous offering of a few christians in England, 
and America, who have no other object than the good 
of their fellow men, and the glory of God, it is truly 
encouraging. It is indeed more blessed to give than 
to receive, and those who are engaged in promoting 
these plans of mercy, not only furnish the destitute 
with the blessings of salvation, but they procure to 
themselves a fich reward, and give to the recipients 
a proof as strong as Holy-Writ, that the principles of 
a religion, which produce such fruits, must be holy ; 
that such acts of disinterested benevolence must em- 
inate from Him who is love. 

We believe this is the reason,why the enemies of 
God are so much opposed to missions. They are af- 
fraid that the christian religion will so commend it- 
self to the heathen, that they will believe and be sav- 
ed, while they themselves, through unbelief, will be 
lost. They make a great ado about impoverishing 
the country by contributing to such objects of benevo- 
lence, when they never give acent themselves. Their 
opposition can not proceed from love to their fellow 
men, for they would deprive both the giver, and the 
receiver, of the richest blessings. We wonder that 
any man who posseses one spark of philanthropy, is 
not ashamed to oppose the efforts that are making to 
enlighten and christianize the world. But blessed be 
God, they can not stop the work for it is the Lord’s. 





REVIVALS. 


Encouraging prospects in Washington City.— 
Within a few weeks there has been in some part- 
of this City, considerable religious excitement. I 
is principally confined to the first and second Pres 
byterian socicties; but will, we fondly hope, ex 
tend to other societies and congregations. Mauy 
christians are warmly engaged in the work, and 
the result of their pious efforts has been peculiarly 
gratifying. A friend has just assured us, that abou: 
thirty give satisfactory evidence ef a thorough 
change of heart. May they evince it by a theroug! 
change of life.—Star. 

* “An extract of a letter from Danville, Ky. dated 
July 25th, and given in the last Western Lumina 

ry, says—* Never did I experience such a time as 
this : never such an out-pouring of the spirit of 
God upon the people, «s there is in this place—24 
were added to the Presbyterian church on thai 
day, 18 of whom were baptized.” 





AFRICAN MISSION. 
Here am I, Lord send me! 


We have been politely favoured with a copy of 
a letter addressed to the Board of Managers of the 
American Colonization Society, from a respecta- 
ble clergyman of the Methodist Charch in one of 
our principal cities, it which he signifies his in- 
tention of devoting himself as a Missionary to the 
African Colony, free of charge to the Society, and 
also of embarking his whole property in the enter 
prise. The following is an extract of the letter: — 
I have had a communication from my Bishop, 
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in which he ighly approves of what he terms “ the 
zreat and excellent design of the African Colo- 

iZation Society.” and further in reference to my- 
se t, says, “ the more I reflect, the more I am de- 
lighted with your undertaking.” I have also had 
personal communication with my friend, the 
Rev. Mr. B., of the Provestant Episcopal Charch 
4 warm advocate of the design, having been a 
pupil to the excellent Finley, whose name lives in 
the memory of every friend of injured Africa, 
Fiom bim I have received mmportant documents, 
which in their general tenor, confirm me in my or- 
iginal resolve, and solemnly impress me with the 
conviction, that this cause is of God, and {shall 
staud. Our Misswnary Society is involved in 
cunsiderable debt, and the openings in the Indian 
eyterprize cannot be supplied for want of means, 
It is likely, under these circumstances, that the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church would send a missionary to your Colo- 
ny ? Tthink not. I will then, Sirs, state my views 
in few words, Providence has given we a litte 
over my present wants, and that little | devote to 
God and this cause. I have the means of support- 
ing myself a year or two in your Colony, provided 
you give me a free passage in one of your vessels, 
In that fatal climate I need vot calculate upon 
iong life, but if it should please God to spare me 
many years, the same Almighty Being who calls 
ine to this work will provide for my wants, either 
from my people in the colony, or from my family 
athome, whu are sufficiently compent. I desire 
to go asa volunteer in this work, unfettered by the 
plans of any Missionary Society. [Lama firm 
Methodist in principle, and intend to preach its 
doctrines to the full, and maintain the general 
principles of its Ciscipline, so far as consistent with 
the usages of the colony. Heaven has blessed me 
with a vigorous constitution, and active habits. [ 
can bear favgne with most men. lodeed, if my 
health had heen broken, | durst not have adven- 
tured on this perilous work. [havea choice li- 
brary of English Divinity, comprising about 500 
volumes of standard works, which will be a legacy 
for the Colony when my bones moulder in the dust. 
And if it should please God to honour me by rais- 
ig up a few young African Preachers to carry the 
Giospel inio the fnterior, it will be my crown of 
rejuicing through a vast eternity. —JV. ¥. Observer. 





NOTICE, 


The Faculty of the Theological Seminary, An- 
dover, to prevent the recurrence of mistakes which 
have ofteu been made, think proper to publish a 
brief statement respecting the terms of adinission 
into the Seminary. 

The regular time of examination for admission 
is the beginning of the winter term, which is six 
weeks from the fourth Wednesday in September. 

As the classical studies commence, and the as- 
siznmeat of rooms is made, immediately after this 
examination, any one must sutain a considerable 
imconvemence fron being admitted at a later time. 

Every vondidate for admission must produce 
o the Faculty, before examination, satisfactory 
testimonials, from persons of information and re- 
spectability, stating that in their opivion he possess- 
ed good natural apd acquived talents; that be has 

een reuularly educated at College, or has other 
wise made literary acquisition, which, has prepat~ 
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atory to theological studies, are substantially equiv 
alent to a liberal education, stating also that he sus 
tams a fair moral character, and isin full com »u- 
nion with some Christian church ; or if he has noi 
marie a public profession of religion, that he ts 
hopefully possessed of personal piety. — 

The candidate is besides to be examined in the 
learned languages, and in respect to the evidence. 
of his piety, and his motives in pursuing theological 
studies. When be is admitied, he is to subscribe a 
declaration, that it is his serious intention to devote 
himself to the work of the Christian ministry, 
unless, in some pectthar case, the making of this 
declaration onthe part of a pious applicant should 
be suspended by consent of the Trustees, or their 
Committee. 

In addition to the above testimonials, whev any 
one expects to apply for the benefits of the chari- 
table foundation, he must present satisfactory cer- 
tificates, from respectable men, acquainted with 
his circumstances, that he is destitute of means to 
support himelf. 

itis requested that the Publishers of News pa- 
pers, and of periodical journals, who are friendly 
to the object of this communication, will insert the 
above notice ; and that Officers of Colleges, and 
other geutiemen concerned in giving testimonials 
to the theological students, will preserve it, aud con- 
from to its conditions, in preparing their papers. 

E. Porter, in behalf of the Faculty. 

Theological Seminary, Andover, Aug. 10, 1826. 





From the Recorder & Telegraph. 


THE SABBATH. 


In the present age, when science and literature 
reflect great light upon the minds of the people. 
there is no inconsiderable diffi ulty in rejecting 
the Holy Scriptures. Accordingly the votarie- 
of infidelity are few. But though the divine au 
thenticity of the Bible is generally acknowledged. 
have the Scriptures that influence in regulating 
the practices of this enlightened people, to which, 
above all other productions, they have the prior 
claim ? Is the Sabbath of the Lord made hon 
ourable, by all who are capable of discharging 
moral duties ? In the oracles of God we are com- 
manded to keep this day holy. With its proper 
observance, blessings here, and far richer bles 
sings above, are connected. Allow me, to invite 
the attention of the reader to some of the benefits 
of the Christian Sabbath. 

In the first place, the Sabbath affords a great 
proportion of mankind the only opportunity they 
have of acquiring religious instruction. The 
temporal necessities of this class demand the 
produce of their labour, towards their alleviation. 
By consequence no surplus remains for the re- 
moval ef ignorance from their own minds, or for 
imbuing the minds of their children with useful 
knowledge. ff then they are unable to read, and 
if their necessities require the constant employ- 
ment of their time on six days of the week, how 
are they to learn the way to eterna! life, other- 
wise than from the ambassadors of Christ, upon 
the Sabbath? This is their only opportunity. 
Destroy, then, this institution, and these ambas 
sacors will be silent, and these poor, ignorant 
men will live in their wonted stupidity, and at 
death will resign their spirits to an abode of 
wretchedness. If there should be any in this 
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class who are able to read, and yet the Sabbath is 
despised, their kvowledge of letters would nog 
bing them to the knowledge of Christ. Tig 
Sabvath, then, we must regard as the only me- 
mento, tor this class of men, of an eternal world, 
I'he providences of the Almighty might indeed 
awaken them from their slumbers of sin; but the 
busiuess and perplexities of this life would soon 
wake them relapse imio the apathy from which 
they were roused. But the Savbath has a ten- 
deucy to seal the providences of God more firmly 
upou the heart, by the oppo:tunity tt affords for 
hearing, meditation and reflection. Where this 
sacied day 18 disregarded, it is not disuunguished 
in the minds of the wicked, from other days. No 
hailowed thoughts enter their minds. God and 
the eternal world are distant from their view. 
Lvok, fur proof, into those neighbourhoods of vice 
and irreligion, wih which almost every town and 
city is inlested, where business, and pleasure, and 
dissipation fill up the sacred day uf rest.—Now we 
have every reason to induce the belief, tiat the 
Sabbath has a tendency to diminish the number 
of these claus of sin, by the inducement it presents 
lor visiting the temple of God. And we cannot 
expect their entire extirpation, till the religion 
of Christ shall crowd upon the minds of the peo- 
ple, and the knowlevge of the Lord shall cover 
ibe ea: th as the waters fill the sea.” 

But there is another portion of the community, 
who have their minds irradiated with knowledge, 
and who are capable of finding the way of life by 
perusing the works of our divines. Of what use 
then is the Sabbath to them? Their libraries 
contain their religious books, and if disposed 
they can read and understand. What time will 
ine)» devote to the acquirememt of these invalua- 
mie teasures ? The Sabbath? No! The same 
dispusition which induces them to be absent from 
tne temple of Jewovah, will tempt them to aban- 
von these seligious bouks ; and either to substitate 
i their place books on politics, or history, or 
works .of mere amusement ; or to engage in 
diversions, Or in the active concerus of life— 
When they abandon the house of God; when 
they commence their career of profaning the 
Sabbath in secret, the habit of disregarding this 
sacred season wiil steal upou them unawares. 
Soon they will not scruple.to face the children of 
GoJ upon the Sabbath, with countenances indi- 
cative, not of concern for their immortal souls, 
but of unblushing devotedness to pleasure or gain. 
If they would pay their weekly visit to the house 
of praise, their hearts might be touched with 
fears of an hereafier by the eloquence of Chris- 
tian ministers; they might be convinced of the 
realities of religion. The feelings which they 
would cherish here, might lead them to read the 
Bible and other religious books in their own 
‘dwellings. The Sabbath then,,and-the ordinan- 
ces of religion tend to keep the feelings alive to 
religion. 

The guilt attached in the decalogue to the viola- 
tion of the Savbath, is equal to that of theft, swear- 
ing, or adultery. Is it then not dishonorable to 
profane the Sabbath of our God? The profaner 
of the Sabbath, the liar, the thief, ought to occu- 
py the same rank and have the same reputation in 
society. 

If this were the case, open profanations of that 
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other amusements would be abandoned; and 
men “ould attend on those public and private 
means of instruction, which might make them 
wise unto salvation. Amicus Sappati. 





MORE MISSISAUGAS CONVERTED. 


Letter from the Rev. William Case, to the Ed 
itors of the Methodist Magazine, dated Kingston 
Upper Canada, June,1826. 

It will be matter of renewed joy to the friends of 
Zion and of missions, to Jearn, that annother body 
of pagan Indians, have received the gospel, obtain- 
ed the pronuse of the Holy Spirit, and been gath 
ered into the Saviour’s fold, Ou the 31st of may 
last, twenty-two late converts of the Missisauga 
Indians were baptized and formed into a society 
at Bellville, on the Bay Quinty. They appear to 
possess genuine marks of real penitents and hurb- 
ble believers in our Lord and Saviour. They are 
placed under the care of two of their principal men, 
Capt. William Beaver and John Sunday, who act 
as leaders. There examples as Christians and 
their fervent zeal and diligence in laboring for the 
welfare of their people, have been thus far worthy 
of their profession, and an honor to the Christian 
religiov. 

Tie very great changes which are daily taking 
place in this tte matter of astonishment to all. 
By more than ftv of his people, ardent spirits i. 
entirely givenup. Evening, morning, and at noon, 
pravers are heard in the Chippeway. in the wig 
wains of ten families; whereas five months ago 
they were all habitual drunkards to a man. Their 
prayers and exhortations are flueat and powerful, 
and seem to have a most awakening and effectual 

influence on the bearts of their Indian brethren. 





DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONARIBS. 


During the months of May and June, several 
missionaries left England, sent out by the Loudon 
Society to different stations in the pagan world, 
Among thein on the Ist of May, were the Rev 
Join Smith, A. M. and Mrs. Smith appointed to 
Malacca; the Rev. A. Lille, and Mrs. Lille ap- 
pointed to Belgaum; and Mr. & Mrs. Paine, print- 
er, appointed to Bellary, sailed from Portsmouth 
for India. 

On the same day Rev. Dr. Morrison, Mrs. Mor- 
rison and three children, sailed from Gravesend 
for China. 

On Friday the 5th of May, Rev. David Johns, 
Mr. James Cameron and Mrs. Cameron, carpen- 
ter; Mr. John Cummins, cotton spinner ; and Ro- 
loun Baloun, one of the native youths of Mada- 
gascar, who has finished bis education at Man- 
chester, and who has also learnt the art of weav 
ing and dying cotton. 

On Tuesday, June 25, the Rev. J. D. Pearson, 
of Chinsurah, who has beenJn this country since 
April 1824, for the benefit of his health, and which 
through Divine goodness, is so far improved as to 
warrant his return to his station in India—Rev. J 
Robertson, appointed to Benares; and the Rev. 
Jacob Tomlin, B. A. appointed to Malacca, sailed 
from the Downs for Calcutta.—WNV. ¥. Chron. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 





The friends of this institution had a meeting on 
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man-street, to devise measures to raise fiinds, and 
otherwise to promote its interests. The Rev. Dr, 
Milnor was cailed to the chair and Dr. Joho B Beck 
appointed Secretary. The Rev. Mr Gurley, Avent 
of the Society, made a statement of the general ob- 
jects of the institution, and urged its claims to pub- 
lic countenance and support with an ability and 
zeal worthy the subject. The American people, 
he said, were called upon, alike by justice, haman- 
ity and piety, to do something in this cause: and no 
plan had ever been devised which presented great- 
er claims than the American Colonization So- 
ciety.—He related many anecdotes to show the 
happiness and prosperity of its colony on the coast 
of Atrica, and said, funds only were wanted to 
prosecute its weil devised measures with energy 
and success. A number of interesting facts were 
mentioned during the course of his remarks, which 
may be adverted to hereafter. After some conver- 
sation on the subject, resolutions, approving of the 
principles and objects of the institution, and recom- 
mending collections in the several churches in the 
city, were adopted. A committee was then ap 
pointed to promote the views of the meeting, when 
it adjourned.—ib 





DECLINE OF PAGANISM. 


As a proof of the progress of the Gospel, and the 
decline of Paganism in Hindostan, the Directors of 
the London Missionary Society state— 


While the prospects of the mission, say they, 
continue to brighten, there is here unquestionable 
proof of Paganism being on the decline. The car 
of Juggernaut at Vizagapatam, which seems to 
have fallen greatly in public estimation, did not 
make its appearance last year: its three images 
were offered to the missionaries for 10 pagodas. 
The Brahmins, indeed, appear to support Hindoo- 
ism merely to support themselves ; since, in other 
respects, they are as indifferent to its interests as they 
are ignorant of it asa system: they evidently feel 
their inferiority tn argument with the missionaries, 
and stand confounded at the poverty of their own 
dogmas when contrasted with Christianity: never- 
theless, so blended are their interests with the ex- 
istence of Hindooism, that they continue exter- 
nally to oppose the truth, the force of which they 
are compelled to feel. 

—_—————-_ 

Cuickasaw Misston.—Yesterday morning, 
Mr. Jaines Holmes and wife with Miss Emeline 
Richards, co:nmenced their journey for the miss- 
onary station at Tockshish, in the State of Mis- 
sissippi, as Missionaries among the Chickasaw 
ludians. Mr. Holmes isa native of Pennsylva- 
nia, and has already been on the missionary 
ground. On Sabbath evening, the members of 
the three Presbyterian Churches convened ia 
the 2d Church, where. an eloquent Discourse was 

ivered by the Rev. Mr. Russell, and a collec- 
tion taken up to aid the mission.— Newark Sent, 


ORDINATION. 

June 28.— Rev. Thomas ‘L. Shipman was or- 
dained and installed Pastor of the Congregation- 
al Church in Southbury, Conan. Sermon by Rey, 
Luther Hart, ef Plywouth. 








































































ees 


EEE eee 
Portry. 


—— ~—---—<- _—— _ —— 


Sr ee ee 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
HYMN FOR THE COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Adapted to the celebration of July 4th, 1826. 


Srretcu forth thine hand, thou lov’d of heaven 
And bid the choral rapture swell, 

Great Nation! to whose lot is given 
With laurell’d liberty to dwell. 


Blend with thy praise, the pitying tear, 
The freedom that thou lov’st, impart, 
The sighing of the prisonér hear, 
And soothe each desolated heart ;— 


Send portions to oe needy soul 

Who hears no Gospel’s cheering sound, 
And bid the waves of mercy roll 

Wide through thy consecrated bound. 


So shall thy joy accepted rise 
To Him from whom its fountains flow; 
So shalt thou wiu from favoring skies 
Such blessings as thy deeds bestow. 


Of old, when listening Israel heard 
The solemn trump of Jubilee, 

Obedient to her Sovereign’s word, 
She rose and set the captive free :— 


Oh! be thy jubilee to save 
A helpless race to misery driven, 
So shall it mark beyond the grave, 
Bright traces on the page of heaven. H. 


et 


Crawford Co Sabbath School Union, Penn.—Oue lit- 
tle girl, ten years old, who thinks she has found grace 
to choose that good part which shall never be taken 
from her, bas frequently retired in the interim of her 
Gay sciwe!, with ber iittie companions inte sone 
thicket in the woods te kneel down and pray, to speak 
of Jesus the friend of little children, and to exhort 
them to repent and believe; and on their return the 
object has been discovered by the solemnity of their 
countenances, and by the tears with which their 
cheeks have been suffused. 














ANECDOTE OF THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER. 


“ This evening I have buried one of the warmest 
opposers of my ministry, a stout, strong young man, 
aged twenty-four years About three months ago, 
he came to the church-yard with a corpse but refused 
to come into the church. When the burial was oyer, 
I went to him, and mildly expostulated with him. 
His constant answer was, ‘that he had bound him- 
self never to come into church while I was there ; 
adding, that he would take the consequences,’ Xc. 
Seeing | got nothing, [ left him, saying with uncom. 
mon warmth, (though, as far as | can remember, 
without the least touch of resentment,) ‘1 aim clear 
of your blood ; heaceforth it is upon your own bead ; 
you will not come to church on your legs, prepare to 
come upon your aeighbors’ shoulders. He westog 
from that time, and to my 2 eat 2 i mth ba 


Poetry—Hymn for the Colonization Sociely.—Notice. 
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buried on the spot where we were when the conver. 
sation passed between us. When I visited him jg 
sickness, he seemed tame asa wolfinatrap. O may 
God have turned him into a sheep in his last hours |” 


SANCTIFIED AFFLICTION. “ 


When my poor Sarah lay at the point of death—to. 
wards the latter days | enjoyed such support, and 
felt my will so entirely bowed down to that of God, 
that [ said in my heart, | shall never fear another tri. 
al—He that sustained me amidst this flame, will de- 
fend me from every spark ! and this confidence I long 
enjoyed. But that was near six years ago, and I nad 
always forgotten the land of the Hermonites, and 
the hill Mizar. But the Lord has prepared me to 
receive a fresh display of his fatherly care, and 
his (shall I call it ?) punctilious veracity. If I should 
be raised up again, I shall be able to preach on 
the faithfulness of God more experimentally than 
ever. Perhaps some trial is coming on, and I[ am 
to be instrumental in preparing them for it: or 
if not, if 1 am to depart hence to be no more seen, | 
know the Lord can carry on his work as well without 
me.—Memoirs of Fev. S. Pearce. 





NOTICE. 
To the Friends of Home Missions. 

The Executive Committee of the American Home 
Missionary Society, wishing to ayail themselves of 
the earliest opportunities of obtailt the advice and 
counsel of the friends of Missions in various parts of 
the United States, have appointed a Committee from 
their own body. to attend the Commencement at Yale 
College, on the second Wednesday of September 
next, for the purpose of holding a conference with 
such of the Trustees of the Connecticut Missionary 
Seciet), and ober Clergy mee and friends of the « 
jects of that Society as shail be assembied in New 
Haven at tiat time. 

For the above purpose, a general meeting of such 
friends of the cause of Home Missions as may find it 
convenient to attend, is respectfully invited to con- 
vene in the lecture room of the North Church in New 
Haven, on Tuesday, September 12th, at 4 o'clock, 
P. M. when the Delegation from this Committee will 
disclose to them the object of their mission. 

By order of the Executive Committee 
ABSALOM PETERS, Cor. Sec. 
of the A. H. M. S. 
New York, Aug. 19, 1826. 





> A Semi-aunual Meeting of the Direc- 
tors of the Domestic Missionary Society of Connect- 
icut, will be held at the lecture room of the North 
Church in New Haven, on Tuesday, September 12th, 
at 2 o'clock, P. M. 


LEQNARD BACON. Secretary. 
New Haven, Ai «. ® iSce oa ; 
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